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AN ACT to renumberand amend 7.41 (1); to amend 6.935, 7.41 (2), 7.41 (3)

(intro.) and (a), 7.41 (4), 741 (5), 7.51 (2) (d), 7.52 (4) (d), 54.25 (2) (c) 1. g., 54.25

(2) (c) 4. and 120.06 (13); and fo create 6.923 and 7.41 (1) (b) of the statutes;

relating to: certification of electivn observers{ voter challeﬁnées by electiop

2 -
(observers, and reporting of challenged ballot3.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under current law, any member of the public may be present at a polling place,
a designated alternative absentee ballot site, or at the office of a municipal clerk to
observe an election and the absentee voting process. Current law permits the chief
inspector or municipal clerk to designate areas within the polling place, alternate
site, or municipal office from which members of the public may observe, provided
those observation areas permit the members of the public to readily observe all public
aspects of the voting process. The chief inspector at any polling place or the
municipal clerk may limit the number of observers representing the same
organization who are permitted to observe the election or absentee voting process at
the same time.
~~Current Taw Also permits any U.S. citizen age 18 or older who has resided in an
election district or ward in this state for 28 consecutive days before any election to \

challenge any person offering to vote whom the challenger knows or suspwti(m/

qualified to vote. Currently, the board of canvassers at a polling place and the board
of absentee ballot canvassers must keep a written statement on which the number,
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‘of challenged ballots and the reasons why each challenged ballot is challenged 9
recorded, —

This bill requires the municipal clerk to certify any member of the public who
completes training as an election official. A person who obtains certification within
two years of the date on which the individual seeks to observe an election and the
Sentee voting process may obtain a(badge)from the chief inspector at the polling
place or from the municipal clerk and may serve as an election observer. The bill
ko o requires the chief ins ector and the municipal clerk to designate an observation area o
! Wﬂ*—'? —1or election observ Pthat is no more than &ix Teet and no less thap)
. e o three feet from the table at whlch electors announce their name and address to be

(ord

i$tued 0»5 issued a voter number and no more than &ix feet and no less thanjthree feet from the
?,w\ table at which a person may register to vote. The chief inspector or municipal clerk

gm(\ may reasonably limit the number of election observerS'Wearing a bad@ that may be
pernntted to serve as an electmn observer at the same time. Who f*‘f{’M’f’ a 2D

511 pServer wearing a badge to challenge any

person offenng to vote if the election observer observes the person committing a

violation of an election law. Finally, the bill requires the local board of canvassers

and the board of absentee ballot canvassers to include in the written statement

regarding challenged ballots whether the vote of any challenged voter was rejected

or received. .

R

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

r’ 1 SECTION 1. 6.923 of the statutes is created to read:
2 6.923 Election observer making challenge. Any election observer
3 and wearing a badge issued under s. 7.41 (1) (b) may challenge feﬁise any person
4 offering to vote and whom the election observer observ' itting a violation of
5 an election law. The election observer shall direcg4 e allenge to the chief inspector
6 or municipal clerk. If a person is challe 'gé under this section, an election official
7 may administer the oath or ., Hfm étion to the challenged elector under s. 6.92 and
8 ask the challenged elec ;0. “the questions under that section which are approprlate to
9 test the elector’s qué] 1ﬁcat10ns In addition, one of the inspectors shall administer
10 ing “oath or affirmation to the challenging election observer: “You do

11 -ﬁswear (or affirm) that you will fully and truly answer all questions put to
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r A you regarding the actions of the challenged person that you believe constitutex

2 ation of the election law”; and shall then ask questions which are appropriate as

3 determine btk board, by rule, to test the qualifications of the challenged elector.

4 SECTION 2. 6.935’ ol the statutes is amended to read:

5 6.935 Challenge based o sppetency. Section 6.03 (3) applies to any

6 challenge of a person’s right to vote under s. 6.92;%23, 6.925, 6.93, or 7.52 (5) based

7 on an allegation that an elector is incapable of understa g.the objective of the

\ 8 elective process and thereby ineligible to vote. .

9 SECTION 3. 7.41 (1) of the statutes is renumbered 7.41 (1) (a) and amended to
10 read:
11 7.41 (1) (a) Any member of the public may be present at any polling place, in
12 the office of any municipal clerk whose office is located in a public building on any
13 day that absentee ballots may be cast in that office, or at an alternate site under s.
14 6.855 on any day that absentee ballots may be cast at that site for the purpose of
15 observation of an election and the absentee ballot voting process, except a candidate
16 whose name appears on the ballot at the polling place or on an absentee ballot to be
17 cast at the clerk’s office or alternate site at that election. The chief inspector or
18 municipal clerk may reasonably limit the number of persons representing the same
19 organization who are permitted to observe under this subsection at the same time.

20 Each person permitted to observe under this subsection shall print his or her name

21 in and sign and date a log maintain the chief inspector or municipal clerk for
22 that polling place, office, or alternate site.

23 SECTION 4. 7.41 (1) (b) of the statutes is created to read:

24 7.41 (1) (b) 1. A municipal clerk shall issue a certificate to any member of the

25 public described under par. (a) who completes the training described under s. 7.315
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(1). Except as provided in subd. 2., a certiﬁca"% issued under this paragraph
authorizes the individual to obtain axilﬂ the chief inspector at any polling
place or from the municipal clerk in the office of any municipal clerk whose office is
located in a public building on any day that absentee ballots may be cast in that office,
or from the municipal clerk at an alternate site under s. 6.855 on any day that
absentee ballots may be cast at that site, and to serve as an election observer for the
purpose of observation of an election and the absentee ballot voting process. Each
election observer shall relinquish his or her ﬁﬁgahe or she completes service
as an election observer for that day. The chief inspector at any polling place or the
municipal clerk may reasonably limit the number of persons certified under this
paragraph that may be permitted to serve as an election observer at the same time.

2. a. No individual may obtain a ndcggl?lve as an election observer under
this paragraph unless the individual demonstrates to the satisfaction of the chief
inspector or municipal clerk that the individual completed the training required
under this paragraph within 2 years of the date on which the person wishes to serve
as an election observer.

b. No candidate whose name appears on the ballot at the polling place or on an
absentee ballot to be cast at the clerk’s office or alternate site at that election may
obtain acsz(rieoa; an election observer for that election.

SECTION 5. 7.41 (2) of the statutes is amended to read:

7.41 (2) The chief inspector or municipal clerk may restrict the location of any
individual exercising the a right under sub. (1) to certain areas within a polling place,
the clerk’s office, or alternate site under s. 6.855. The chief inspector or municipal

clerk shall clearly designate such-an-area—as an observation area—Designated
observation for election observers who issued under sub. (1) (b). The

ft’osc/w‘} [ 6"@_
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office, or alternate site and no more than{6 feet and no less than) 3 feet from the tabl

Observation areas for other individuals exercising the right under sub. (1) (a) shall

be so positioned to permit any authorized individual to readily observe all public

aspects of the voting process.

SECTION 6. 7.41 (3) (intro.) and (a) of the statutes are amended to read:

7.41 (3) (intro.) The chief inspector or municipal clerk may order the removal
of any individual exercising the a right under sub. (1) if that individual commits an

overt act which does any of the following:

(a) Disrupts the operation of the polling place, clerk’s office, or alternate site
under s. 6.855;-0r,

SECTION 7. 7.41 (4) of the statutes is amended to read:

7.41 (4) No individual exercising the a right under sub. (1) may view the
confidential portion of a registration list maintained under s. 6.36 (4) or a poll list
maintained under s. 6.79 (6). However, the inspectors or municipal clerk shall
disclose to such an individual, upon request, the existence of such a list, the number
of electors whose names appear on the list, and the number of those electors who have
voted at any point in the proceedings. No such individual may view the certificate
of an absent elector who obtains a confidential listing under s. 6.47 (2).

SECTION 8. 7.41 (5) of the statutes is amended to read:

7.41 (5) The board may promulgate rules that are consistent with the

requirements of sub. (2) regarding the proper conduct of individuals exercising the
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a right under sub. (1), including the interaction of those individuals with inspectors

and other election officials.

SECTION 9. 7.51 (2) (d) of the statutes is amended to read:

ballots. The statement shall contain a record of the reasons for se; ihg aside each |
ballot and, the reasons why each defective or challenged ot is defective or

challenged, and whether the vote of any challenged

© 0] ~3 (o2} (9 L ; ] -

under s. 6.94. The inspectors shall certify that the is correct, sign it, and

10 attach it to the tally sheets.

11 SECTION 10. 7.52 (4) (d) of the statute mended to read:

12 7.52 (4) (d) The board of absenteg’ allot canvassers shall keep a written
13 statement, in duplicate, of the nuf,y,r of ballots set aside and the number of
14 defective ballots and challenged b4 flots. The statement shall contain a record of the
15 reasons for setting aside pé h ballot and, the reasons why each defective or
16 challenged ballot is 'ive or challenged, and whether the vote of any challenged
17 elector was reiect r received under s. 6.94. The board of absentee ballot
18 canvassers sh rtify that the statement is correct, sign it, and attach it to the tally
19 sheets. |

20 SECTION 11. 54.25 (2) (¢) 1. g. of the statutes is amended to read:

21 54.25 (2) (¢) 1. g. The right to register to vote or to vote in an election, if the court

inds that the individual is incapable of understanding the objective of the elective

process. Also, in accordance with s. 6.03 (3), any elector of a municipality may

petition the circuit court for a determination that an individual residing in the ;

municipality is incapable of understanding the objective of the elective process and |
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thereby ineligible to register to vote or to vote in an electiop.Phisd etermination
shall be made by the court in accordance witl cedures specified in this
paragraph. If a petition is filed under thigubd. 1. g., the finding of the court shall
be limited to a determination as to votifg eligibility. The appointment of a guardian
1s not required for an individual wlose sole limitation is ineligibility to vote. The
determination of the court shall fe communicated in writing by the clerk of court to
the election official or agency, fharged under s. 6.48, 6.92, 6.923, 6.925, 6.93, or 7.52
(5) with the responsibility ) ‘ determining challenges to registration and voting that
may be directed agair . that elector. The determination may be reviewed as
provided in s. 54.64 and any subsequent determination of the court shall be
likewise communicAted by the clerk of court.

SECTION { 54.25 (2) (c) 4. of the statutes is amended to read:

54.25 (2) 4. Regardless of whether a guardian is appointed, a court may
declare that g “ individual is not competent to exercise the right to register to vote
or to vote election if it finds by clear and convincing evidence that the individual
is incapab of understanding the objective of the elective process. If the petition for
a declar ion of incompetence to vote is not part of a petition for guardianship, the
same p'(ocedures shall apply as would apply for a petition for guardianship. The
deterghination of the court shall be communicated in writing by the clerk of court to
the “ection official or agency charged under s. 6.48, 6.92, 6.923, 6.925, or 6.93 with

thé responsibility for determining challenges to registration and voting that may be

irected against that elector. The determination may be reviewed as provided in s. |

‘ '54.64 (2) (a) and (c) and any subsequent determination of the court shall be likewise §

communicated by the clerk of court.

SECTION 13. 120.06 (13) of the statutes is amended to read:

)
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1 120.06 (13) A person attempting to vote at an election of school board members

2 may be challenged as provided in s. 6.92, 6.923, 6.925, or 120.08 (3).

3 (END)
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AN ACT/to renumber and amend 7.41 (1); to amend 7.41 (2), 7.41 (3) (intro.)

and (a), 7.41 (4) and 7.41 (5); and o create 7.41 (1) (b) of the statutes; relating

to: certification of election observers.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under current law, any member of the public may be present at a polling place,
a designated alternative absentee ballot site, or at the office of a municipal clerk to
observe an election and the absentee voting process. Current law permits the chief
inspector or municipal clerk to designate areas within the polling place, alternate
site, or municipal office from which members of the public may observe, provided
those observation areas permit the members of the public to readily observe all public
aspects of the voting process. The chief inspector at any polling place or the
municipal clerk may limit the number of observers representing the same
organization who are permitted to observe the election or absentee voting process at
the same time.

This bill requires the municipal clerk to certify any member of the public wh
completes training as an election official. A person who obtains certification within
two years of the date on which the individual seeks to observe an election and the
absentee voting process may obtain a card from the chief inspector at the polli
;Iace or from the mummpal clerk and may serve as an e]ectlon observer, The bill
re

more than three feet from the table at Whlch electors announce the elr name and
address to be issued a voter number and no more than three feet from the table at
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which a person may register twgale chief inspector or municipal clerk may

reasonably [imit the number of election observers who present a card that may be
Germitted to serve as an election observer at the same timey™

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

1 SECTION 1. 7.41 (1) of the statutes is renumbered 7.41 (1) (a) and amended to
2 read:
3 7.41 (1) (a) Any member of the public may be present at any polling place, in
4 the office of any municipal clerk whose office is located in a public building on any
5 day that absentee ballots may be cast in that office, or at an alternate site under s.
6 6.855 on any day that absentee ballots may be cast at that site for the purpose of
7 observation of an election and the absentee ballot voting process, except a candidate
8 whose name appears on the ballot at the polling place or on an absentee ballot to be
9 cast at the clerk’s office or alternate site at that election. The chief inspector or
10 municipal clerk may reasonably limit the number of persons representing the same
11 organization who are permitted to observe under this subsection at the same time.

12 Each person permitted to observe under this subsection shall print his or her name

13 in and sign and date a log maintained by the chief inspector or municipal clerk for

14 that polling place, office, or alternate site.

15 SECTION 2. 7.41 (1) (b) of the statutes is created to read:

16 7.41 (1) (b) 1. A municipal clerk shall issue a certificate to any member of the
17 public described under par. (a) who complgtes the training described under s. 7.315
18 (1). Except as provided in subd. 2., a certificate issued under this paragraph
19 authorizes the individual to obtain a card from the chief inspector at any polling place

20 or from the municipal clerk in the office of any municipal clerk whose office is located
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in a public building on any day that absentee ballots may be cast in that office, or from
the municipal clerk at an alternate site under s. 6.855 on any day that absentee
ballots may be cast at that site, and to serve as an election observer for the purpose
of observation of an election and the absentee ballot voting process. Each election
observer shall relinquish his or her card when he or she completes service as an
election observer for that day. The chief inspector at any polling place or the
municipal clerk may reasonably limit the number of persons certified under this
paragraph that may be permitted to serve as an election observer at the same time.

2. a. Noindividual may obtain a card and serve as an election observer under
this paragraph unless the individual demonstrates to the satisfaction of the chief
inspector or municipal clerk that the individual completed the training required
under this paragraph within 2 years of the date on which the person wishes to serve
as an election observer.

b. No candidate whose name appears on the ballot at the polling place or on an
absentee ballot to be cast at the clerk’s office or alternate site at that election may

obtain a card or serve as an election observer for that election.

bttt

“
5

SECTION 3. 7.41 (2) of the statutes is amended to read:
7.41 (2) The chief inspector or municipal clerk may restrict the location of any
individual exercising the a right under sub. (1) to certain areas within a polling place,
the clerk’s office, or alternate site under s. 6.855. The chief inspector or municipal

clerk shall clearly designate such-an-area-as an observation area— Designated
CJ

observation for election observers @ho present a card issue;‘ under sub. (1 2‘ The

observation areas for election observers{who present a card issuedyunder sub. (1)

shall be no more than 3 feet from the table at which electors announce their name

and address to be issued a voter number at the polling place, office. or alternate site
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and no more than 3 feet from the table at which a person may register to vote at the
polling place, office, or alternate site. Observation areas for other individuals

exercising the right under sub. (1) (a) shall be so positioned to permit any authorized

individual to readily observe all public aspects of the voting process.

SECTION 4. 7.41 (3) (intro.) and (a) of the statutes are amended to read:

7.41 (3) (intro.) The chief inspector or municipal clerk may order the removal
of any individual exercising the a right under sub. (1) if that individual commits an
overt act which does any of the following:

(a) Disrupts the operation of the polling place, clerk’s office, or alternate site
under s. 6.855:-6r,

SECTION 5. 7.41 (4) of the statutes is amended to read:

7.41 (4) No individual exercising the a right under sub. (1) may view the
confidential portion of a registration list maintained under s. 6.36 (4) or a poll list
maintained under s. 6.79 (6). However, the inspectors or municipal clerk shall
disclose to such an individual, upon request, the existence of such a list, the number
of electors whose names appear on the list, and the number of those electors who have
voted at any point in the proceedings. No such individual may view the certificate
of an absent elector who obtains a confidential listing under s. 6.47 (2).

SECTION 6. 7.41 (5) of the statutes is amended to read:

741 (6) The board may promulgate rules that are consistent with the
requirements of sub. (2) regarding the proper conduct of individuals exercising the
a right under sub. (1), including the interaction of those individuals with inspectors
and other election officials.

(END)
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SECTION 1. 7.41 (2) of the statutes is amended to read:

7.41 (2) The chief inspector or municipal clerk may restrict the location of any
individual exercising the a right under sub. (1) to certain areas within a polling place,
the clerk’s office, or alternate site under s. 6.855. The chief inspector or municipal
clerk shall clearly designate sueh-an-area—as-an observation area. Designated
ebservation areas for election observers under §ub:,§ 1). The observation areas shall

no more than 3 feet from th 1 which el T n heir n n

address to be issued a voter number at the polling place, office, or alternate site and

no more than 3 fg‘gt from the table at which a person may register to vote at the

polling place, office, or alternate site and shall be so positioned to permit any
authorized-individual election observer to readily observe all public aspects of the

voting process.

History: 1989 a. 192; 1999 a. 49; 1999 a. 150 s. 672; 1999 a. 182; 2001 a. 39, 109; 2005 a. 451.



Kuczenski, Tracy

_ -
From: Pusch, Liz
Sent: Monday, February 11, 2013 9:57 AM
To: Kuczenski, Tracy
Subject: irb 1627/P1

Good Morning Tracy,

I have another change to make to this preliminary draft.

Rep. Pridemore did not want to limit the designated observing area to only certified observers. This area should be open
to all observers.

Let me know if you have any questions!

Thanks!

Liz Pusch

Office of Rep. Don Pridemore
608-267-2367
Liz.Pusch@legis.wi.gov




Kuczenski, Tracy

From: Pusch, Liz

Sent: Tuesday, February 12, 2013 2:46 PM
To: Kuczenski, Tracy

Subject: irb 1627/P2

Hi Tracy,

As we discussed, please remove any reference to poll observer training. Keep the 3 ft requirements as well as the
requirement to sign and date the log (lines 12-14).

Again, thank you for your help and for all the changes©
Enjoy the rest of your day!

Liz Pusch

Office of Rep. Don Pridemore

608-267-2367
Liz.Pusch@legis.wi.gov
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AN ACT to renuwber and amend 7.41 (1); to amend 7.41 (2), 7.41 (3) (intro.)

and (a), 7.41 (4) ar] 7.41 (5); and to create 7.41 (1) (b) of the statutes; relating

to: certification of election observers.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under current law, any member of the public may be present at a polling place,

a designated alternative absentee ballot site, or at the office of a municipal clerk to
observe an election and the absentee voting process. Current law permits the chief
inspector or municipal clerk to designate areas within the polling place, alternate
site, or municipal office from which members of the public may observe, provided
those observation areas permit the members of the public to readily observe all public
aspects of the voting process. The chief inspector at any polling place or the
municipal clerk may limit the number of observers representing the same
organization who are permitted to observe the election or absentee voting process at
the same time.
Thisl)_illggc;uires the municipal clerk to certify any member of the public who
pletes training as an election official. A person who obtains certification within
two years of the date on which the individual seeks to observe an election and the
absentee voting process may obtain a card from the chief inspector at the polling
place or from the municipal clerk and may serve as an election observer. The chief
inspector or municipal clerk may reasonably limit the number of election observers
who present a card that may be permitted to serve as an electi at the
._The bill alsg/requires the ¢hiel inspector and the municipal clerk to des1gnate
an observatlon area for election observers that is no more than three feet from the

LRB- 527 B
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table at which electors announce their name and address to be issued a voter number

and no more than three feet from the table at which a person may register to vote. A

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

: X
?\hx(\&\)\‘SECTION 1. 7.41 (1) of the statutes is fe angd amended to

read:

7.41 (1) @ Any member of the public may be present at any polling place, in
the office of any municipal clerk whose office is located in a public building on any
day that absentee ballots may be cast in that office, or at an alternate site under s.
6.855 on any day that absentee ballots may be cast at that site for the purpose of
observation of an election and the absentee ballot voting process, except a candidate
whose name appears on the ballot at the polling place or on an absentee ballot to be
cast at the clerk’s office or alternate site at that election. The chief inspector or
municipal clerk may reasonably limit the number of persons representing the same
organization who are permitted to observe under this subsection at the same time.

Each person permitted to observe under this subsection shall print his or her name

in and sign and date a log maintained by the chief inspector or municipal clerk for

v
that polling place, office, or alternate site.

I
SECTION 2. 7.41 (1) (b) of the statutes is created to read: /\\
i
7.41 (1) (b) 1. A municipal clerk shall issue a certificate to any member of the
public described under par. (a) who completes the training described under s. 7.315

(1). Except as provided in subd. 2., a certificate issued under this paragraph

authorizes the individual to obtain a card from the chief inspector at any polling place

or from the municipal clerk in the office of any municipal clerk whose office is located

in a public building on any day that absentee ballots may be cast in that ofﬁcefi’m//,
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the municipal clerk at an alternate site under s. 6.855 on any day that absentee
ballots may be cast at that site, and to serve as an election observer for the purpose
of observation of an election and the absentee ballot voting process. Each election
observer shall relinquish his or her card when he or she completes service as an
election observer for that day. The chief inspector at any polling place or the
municipal clerk may reasonably limit the number of persons certified under this
paragraph that may be permitted to serve as an election observer at the same time.

2. a. No individual may obtain a card and serve as an election observer under
this paragraph unless the individual demonstrates to the satisfaction of the chief
inspector or municipal clerk that the individual completed the training required
under this paragraph within 2 years of the date on which the person wishes to serve
as an election observer.

b. No candidate whose name appears on the ballot at the polling place or on an
absentee ballot to be cast at the clerk’s office or alternate site at that election may

obtain a card or serve as an election observer for that election.

16
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SECTION 3. 7.41 (2) of the statutes is amended to read:
7.41 (2) The chief inspector or municipal clerk may restrict the location of any
He €—plain
individual exercising right under sub. (1) to certain areas within a polling place,

the clerk’s office, or alternate site under s. 6.855. The chief inspector or municipal

clerk shall clearly designate such-an-area—as-an observation area—Designated

) ) v )
observation areas for election observers under sub. (1). The observation areas shall
be no more than 3 feet from the table at which electors announce their name and

address to be issued a voter number at the polling place, office, or alternate site and

no more than 3 feet from the table at which a person may register to vote at the

olling place, office, or alternate site {and)shall be so positioned to permit any
é v
The obted/chon avmns

G}

e s p———




2013 - 2014 Legislature @ LRB-1527/P2
TKK:eev:rs

SECTION 3

authorized-individual election observer to readily observe all public aspects of the

voting process.
SECTION 4. 7.41 (3) (intro.) and (a) of the statutes are amended to read:
7.41 (3) (intro.) The chief inspector or municipal clerk may order the removal
2 the, « plAn
of any individual exercising @1 ight under sub. (1) if that individual commits an

overt act which does any of the following:

(a) Disrupts the operation of the polling place, clerk’s office, or alternate site

under s. 6.855;-or,

@OO\]OB@ACDNH

10
11
12
13
14

15
16
17
18
19

20

EECTION 5. 7.41 (4) of the statutes is amended to read: B
7.41 (4) No individual exercising the a right under sub. (1) may view the

confidential portion of a registration list maintained under s. 6.36 (4) or a poll list

maintained under s. 6.79 (6). However, the inspectors or municipal clerk shall

disclose to such an individual, upon request, the existence of such a list, the number ‘\

of electors whose names appear on the list, and the number of those electors who have
voted at any point in the proceedings. No such individual may view the certificate
of an absent elector who obtains a confidential listing under s. 6.47 (2).

SECTION 6. 7.41 (5) of the statutes is amended to read:

7.41 (5) The board may promulgate rules that are consistent with the
requirements of sub. (2) regarding the proper conduct of individuals exercising the

a right under sub. (1), including the interaction of those individuals with inspectors

22

and other election officials. — -

(END)



Barman, Mike

From: LRB.Legal

Sent: Wednesday, February 13, 2013 11:59 AM

To: Kuczenski, Tracy

Subject: FW: Draft review: LRB -1527/P3 Topic: Polling place observers

Looks like they want it to go to a */1" ... Thanks

MB

From: Rep.Pridemore

Sent: Wednesday, February 13, 2013 11:53 AM

To: LRB.Legal

Subject: RE: Draft review: LRB -1527/P3 Topic: Polling place observers

Looks good!
Can you turn this into a draft for introduction?

Thanks again for all the changes®

Liz

From: LRB.Legal

Sent: Wednesday, February 13, 2013 8:48 AM

To: Rep.Pridemore

Subject: Draft review: LRB -1527/P3 Topic: Polling place observers

Following is the PDF version of draft LRB -1527/P3.
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AN ACT to amend 7.41 (1), 7.41 (2) and 7.41 (3) (intro.) and (a) of the statutes;

relating to: certification of election observers.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under current law, any member of the public may be present at a polling place,
a designated alternative absentee ballot site, or at the office of a municipal clerk to
observe an election and the absentee voting process. Current law permits the chief
inspector or municipal clerk to designate areas within the polling place, alternate
site, or municipal office from which members of the public may observe, provided
those observation areas permit the members of the public to readily observe all public
aspects of the voting process. The chief inspector at any polling place or the
municipal clerk may limit the number of observers representing the same
organization who are permitted to observe the election or absentee voting process at
the same time.

This bill requires the chief inspector and the municipal clerk to designate an
observation area for election observers that is no more than three feet from the table
at which electors announce their name and address to be issued a voter number and
no more than three feet from the table at which a person may register to vote. The
bill also requires each election observer to print his or her name and sign and date
a log maintained for the polling place.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

/
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SECTION 1. 7.41 (1) of the statutes is amended to read: |

7.41 (1) Any member of the public may be present at any polling place, in the
office of any municipal clerk whose office is located in a public building on any day
that absentee ballots may be cast in that office, or at an alternate site under s. 6.855
on any day that absentee ballots may be cast at that site for the purpose of
observation of an election and the absentee ballot voting process, except a candidate
whose name appears on the ballot at the polling place or on an absentee ballot to be
cast at the clerk’s office or alternate site at that election. The chief inspector or
municipal clerk may reasonably limit the number of persons representing the same
organization who are permitted to observe under this subsection at the same time.

Each person permitted to observe under this subsection shall print his or her name

in and sign and date a log maintained by the chief inspector or municipal clerk for

that polling place, office, or alternate site.

SECTION 2. 7.41 (2) of the statutes is amended to read:

7.41 (2) The chief inspector or municipal clerk may restrict the location of any
individual exercising the right under sub. (1) to certain areas within a polling place,
the clerk’s office, or alternate site under s. 6.855. The chief inspector or municipal
clerk shall clearly designate sueh-an-area—as—an observation area—Designated
observation areas for election observers under sub. (1). The observation areas shall
be no more than 3 feet from the table at which electors announce their name and

address to be issued a voter number at the polling place, office, or alternate site and

no more than 3 feet from the table at which a person may register to vote at the

polling place, office, or alternate site. The observation areas shall be so positioned
to permit any autherized-individual election observer to readily observe all public

aspects of the voting process.
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SECTION 3

SECTION 3. 7.41 (3) (intro.) and (a) of the statutes are amended to read:
7.41 (3) (intro.) The chief inspector or municipal clerk may order the removal
of any individual exercising the right under sub. (1) if that individual commits an

overt act which does any of the following:

(a) Disrupts the operation of the polling place, clerk’s office, or alternate site
under s. 6.855;-0r.

(END)



Kuczenski, Tracy

From: Kuesel, Jeffery

Sent: Wednesday, March 27, 2013 3:17 PM

To: Kuczenski, Tracy

Subject: LRB-1527 (Election observers) (Pridemore) - small change
Tracy,

Liz Pusch from Rep. Pridemore’s office called and said he wants to make a small change to the above draft. He
wants to say that the observation must either be within 3 feet of the table or, at the discretion of the chief inspector, the
observers may be provided with a seat at the table (as long as confidential information is not observed). She will call to
check with you within a day or two after you return and get a chance to catch your breath.

Jeff



State of Wisconsin
2013 - 2014 LEGISLATURE

LRB-15274"
TKK:eev&jld:jf

2013 BILL

Hhs /13

1 AN ACT/to amend 7.41 (1), 7.41 (2) and 7.41 (3) (intro.) and (a) of the statutes;

2 relating to: certification of election observers.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under current law, any member of the public may be present at a polling place,
a designated alternative absentee ballot site, or at the office of a municipal clerk to
observe an election and the absentee voting process. Current law permits the chief
inspector or municipal clerk to designate areas within the polling place, alternate
site, or municipal office from which members of the public may observe, provided
those observation areas permit the members of the public to readily observe all public
aspects of the voting process. The chief inspector at any polling place or the
municipal clerk may limit the number of observers representing the same

organization who are permitted to observe the election or absentee voting process at
of

the same time. within ,
This bill requires the chief inspector and t% municipal clerk to desjgnate an
observation area for election observers that is three feet from) the table

witl.iy _ at which electors announce their name and address to be issued a voter number
“S-(fiomore thapthree feetfroni the table at which a person may register to vote.[The
bill also requires each elecfion observer to print his or her name and sign an

a log maintained for the p¢lling place.

<
The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
———eniaet as follows:
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1 SECTION 1. 7.41 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:

2 7.41 (1) Any member of the public may be present at any polling place, in the
3 office of any municipal clerk whose office is located in a public building on any day
4 that absentee ballots may be cast in that office, or at an alternate site under s. 6.855
5 on any day that absentee ballots may be cast at that site for the purpose of
6 observation of an election and the absentee ballot voting process, except a candidate
7 whose name appears on the bailot at the polling place or on an absentee ballot to be
8 cast at the clerk’s office or alternate site at that election. The chief inspector or
9 municipal clerk may reasonably limit the number of persons representing the same
10 organization who are permitted to observe under this subsection at the same time.

11 Each person permitted to observe under this subsection shall print his or her name

12 in and sign and date a log maintained by the chief inspector or municipal clerk for
13 that polling place, office, or alternate site.

14 SECTION 2. 7.41 (2) of the statutes is amended to read:

15 7.41 (2) The chief inspector or municipal clerk may restrict the location of any
16 individual exercising the right under sub. (1) to certain areas within a polling place,
17 the clerk’s office, or alternate site under s. 6.855. The chief inspector or municipal

18 clerk shall clearly designate sueh-an-area—as—an observation area— Designated
19 observation areas for election observerg under sub. (1). The observation areas shall
g within .
21 address to be issued a voter number at the polling place, office, or alternate site and
w sb{.,,s vy

@ @o more tha@ 3 feetdro ﬁe table at which a person may register to vote at the

@ polling place, office, or alternate site. {!ifbe observation areas shall be so positioned
24

o permit any autherized-individual election observer to readily observe all public

25 aspects of the voting process.
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BILL SECTION 3
SECTION 3. 7.41 (3) (intro.) and (a) of the statutes are amended to read:
7.41 (3) (intro.) The chief inspector or municipal clerk may order the removal

of any individual exercising the right under sub. (1) if that individual commits an

overt act which does any of the following:

(a) Disrupts the operation of the polling place, clerk’s office, or alternate site

under s. 6.855;-or,

(END)




Rose, Stefanie

From: Pusch, Liz

Sent: Monday, May 13, 2013 11:53 AM
To: LRB.Legal
Subject: Draft Review: LRB -1527/2 Topic: Polling place observers

Could I have this ready by later today or Tuesday a.m.?
Thank you!

Liz Pusch

Office of Rep. Don Pridemore
608-267-2367
Liz.Pusch@legis.wi.gov

Please Jacket LRB -1527/2 for the ASSEMBLY.




